
Dear Miracles Supporter, 

Happy Holidays and Many � anks! Because of your 
support and caring, we are grateful to announce that in just 
11 years we are now building our 54th School!!! Here’s news 
about two schools built this year with support from teachers 

who are “leaving a legacy of 
learning”.

Teachers in Chuaquenum told 
us that the classrooms built in 
2008 - School #11 (sponsored 
by the Joseph Family) were 
over-crowded and they had 
to turn away children from 
nearby villages. � anks to the 
generosity and compassion of 
three teachers, School #52 
was built; and no child will be 
turned away!

Ray Morrissey was one of those teachers, whose 
family and friends understood his passion for 
education and donated towards the school in his 
memory. Ray’s family attended the inauguration, 
and told the villagers how meaningful it is to know 
that Ray will be remembered with this educational 
legacy. � e school was also dedicated to the 
memory of Ginny Gran� eld, a teacher and advocate 

who loved to share the story of “Miracles”. � e Gran� eld Family believes as Pericles said:

“What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments, but what is woven into the lives of others.”

From her � rst trip, teacher Christine Banas fell in love with Guatemala and the Mayan people. When she learned that most rural 
indigenous women are illiterate and never attend school, she knew she had to do something. Members at her church listened and 
wanted to help. Contributions from Presbyterian Church of Leonia, NJ made it possible to open the doors to School #52!

• • •

School #53 is unlike any other. � is “farm school” is the 
dream of Michael Ewens, Founder of � e Ripple E� ect, 
who works in an isolated, pristine area of the Highlands, 
serving the Ixil Mayan people. Here chronic malnutrition 
a� ects close to 100% of indigenous children. Hunger is 
the norm. Michael knows that if he educates families to 
establish gardens, and teaches them how and what to grow, 
that he is “teaching them to � sh, and they 
would feed themselves for a lifetime”. 

On 10 acres of land, Michael is 
establishing a demonstration 
farm similar to ECHO in N. Fort 

Myers, FL. He and his local Ixil sta�  teach techniques in rebuilding 
soil, grafting fruit trees, irrigation methods, sowing seeds, beekeeping, 
building chicken coops, tilapia ponds... People walk from miles away 
to receive seeds, cuttings, and knowledge.

Lots of SMILES and GRACIAS from Chuaquenum School 
Inauguration July 2016

Morrissey Family cuts the ribbon 
to School #52

David & Penny distribute 
backpacks & books

Happy Holidays from “Miracles”!
December 2016

Michael provides gardening lessons 
in the “Ixil Eden” greenhouse

Gift a Garden 
for a family to grow 
healthy food; includes 
seeds, tools, and training.

$35

Buys a 
Backpack 
full of School 
Supplies; includes 
a book with your 
gift to a child.



If you would like to help � e Ripple 
E� ect make a di� erence, here’s how: Your 
$35 “Garden Gift” directly supports 
TRE’s family garden program. If you 
“Buy a Pig” $50, your gift will go to 
an Ixil woman. TRE � nds the poorest 
of the poor and gifts them with pigs, goats, 
chickens or ducks. Your $100 “Buy a Stove” 
gift will build a safe cooking stove to vent 
toxic smoke from the home and use less 
� rewood. Visit Michael’s blog to see photos 
of how together you can make a di� erence. 
� eRippleE� ectInc.Blogspot.com

• • •

Go “Beyond Fair Trade” with our cottage industry artisan 
program. Visit Store.MiraclesInAction.org to buy handcrafted 
gifts and sponsor a $40 “Solar Lamp” for a Mayan beader. 

Have a happy holiday,

Penny Rambacher, 
Founder and President

Give a Gift that 
Makes a Di� erence! 

� e Ripple 
 make a di� erence, here’s how: Your 

Makes a Di� erence! 

$50

Buys a Pig 
Feed a family. � is gift o� ers the 
recipient the farm animal, plus 
training and supplies to care for it.

Artisans receive solar lamps at 
workshops on nutrition and health.

Buys a Solar Lamp 
Artisans can see their bead work 
and children can do homework 

at night.

$100

Buys a Safe, Vented Stove  
Replace open-� re cooking inside the 
home. Save trees, lungs and lives.

$40

Santa Frog ornament – many 
selections available, plus jewelry, 

zipper charms, coin bags, 
barrettes, and more at 

Store.MiraclesInAction.org

Looking For a 
Unique Gift?
How about a gift certi� cate for:
• Friends, Grandkids, Aunt Suzie
• Clients, Co-workers, Teachers
• People who have absolutely 

everything!
Fill out the Miracles brochure 
and we will send you a photo 
certi� cate to give as your gift.

Want to Help?
Make your tax-deductible 
donation payable to
Miracles in Action
3559 Kent Dr.
Naples, FL 34112
Credit Card or Paypal
www.MiraclesInAction.org
100% of your donation goes 
directly to the project

Visit our 
online 
store


