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Dear Miracles in Action, 

Recent current events have brought a lot of attention to Guatemala as a whole, and the Ixil region in particular. 
The former president of Guatemala, Efraín Ríos Montt, is currently on trial for genocide and crimes against 
humanity committed against various indigenous groups. The first series of the trial focused on the atrocities 
committed against the Ixil population.  

As recently published in an article in the New York Times: 

“Investigators concluded that the war took more than 200,000 lives over more than three decades before the 1996 
peace accords. They identified the Ixil, who live in mist-shrouded hamlets here in El Quiché Department, as the 
hardest-hit Maya group.  

Between 70 and 90 percent of the Ixil villages were razed during the war’s bloodiest period, between 1981 and 
1983. The truth commission documented about 7,000 Ixil deaths and estimated that more than 60 percent of the 
Ixil were forced to flee into the mountains, where many more died of cold, hunger and disease, or were killed 
when the army bombed them from the air.” (Malkin, Elisabeth. (2013, March 16). In Effort to Try Dictator, Guatemala Shows New 

Judicial Might. The New York Times. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com.) 

As an organization committed to supporting the Ixil community in Chajul, the trial and international attention 
focused on this region have been of great importance to Limitless Horizons Ixil (LHI). As a generous supporter of 
our work, you too have played an important role in the difficult reconstruction of society and social services in the 
Ixil region. Now, more than ever, it is coming to international attention just how significant our work is for this 
community. Chajul remains isolated and largely forgotten, with few organizations or international aid groups 
working for this community. The evidence brought to light in the Rios Montt trial reaffirms LHI’s conviction and 
passion for the work we do, work that provides opportunities for the surviving families of the armed conflict to 
overcome the immense obstacles they continue to face with so few resources available.  

I want to reach out and thank you for joining LHI in this movement toward recuperation and development for 
Chajul’s youth and families. Our efforts have grown immensely over eight years of commitment to and learning 
from this community. We can already see our impact, and we know it will continue to be greater still: 80% of LHI 
youth graduate from middle school, an incredible accomplishment given that nationwide only 33%  of students 
who start middle school successfully graduate (UNESCO, 2012). Additionally, in a community where 75% of the 
adult population is illiterate, LHI has brought the first library and literacy programming providing services to 1,400 
library users. With 80% of people in Chajul living in poverty (income less than $2/day) and a $1 average daily 
income for women, LHI has provided income-generating opportunities to youth and their mothers through our 
artisan program and sustainable tourism activities. 

We can all stand proud knowing we have worked together to bring these life-changing opportunities to an area 
that suffered the most intense war crimes in Guatemala and then was largely forgotten by the rest of the world. 
While we are grateful that the world is finally taking notice of the tragedies the Ixil region has experienced, we are 
even more grateful that you have already recognized the importance of working in the Chajul area and have been 
there to help us get the work done! Thank you again for your partnership. 

Sincerely, 

Katie Morrow, Executive Director 


